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Murray, Appointment Tibet Argyll, launching station for the bomb scheduled 
Putnam. Aug. 14,1959. 284p. $3.95. destroy Glasgow, Paris, the south France, 
The international spy story has been done often that the bitter mountains the Indian-Tibetan frontier. 
its formula could not more standardized. There There always the desperate effort arouse the For- 
always the innocent private Mr. Murray’s Office the need for immediate action, and the 
novel, John Taunt, Himalayan Mountain expert, artist, beautiful woman accomplice with whom the hero lives 
sailing enthusiast who inadvertently happily ever Grant, capable young 
stumbles upon Russian plot blow the civilized more character than beauty, who involves 
Appointment Tibet, the bombs are John Taunt search for her fiancé, missing the 
delivered submarine targets all over the world, Nepal. 
ere always chase across several Murray’s novel, Appointment Tibet, un- 
Taunt pursues his sinister enemies from Loch Goil not for its plot, but for the marvelously detailed 
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background sailing off the Atlantic coast Scotland 
and climbing the high peaks southern Tibet. Mr. 
Murray himself lives Loch Goil the Scottish high- 
lands and must writing first hand about the ex- 
hilaration sailing, its dangers foul weather, its de- 
lights when the Atlantic more brilliantly blue than 
the warm Mediterranean can ever achieve. Even for 
reader totally ignorant sailing, the wealth me- 
chanical detail about and winds and instruments 
and equipment fascinating and revealing. 


Developing his hobby mountain climbing, Mr. Mur- 
ray has lived Tibet, India and Nepal. was deputy 
leader the British expedition that made the first 
reconnaissance Mt. Everest from the South, and 
1953 led expedition the Api Range Northwest 
Nepal, the locale John Taunt’s appointment with 
destiny. 


One feels reading Appointment Tibet that Mr. 
Murray must very good man. His fidelity 
detail seems expression respect for the truth; his 
intelligent Christian attitude toward the natives Tibet 
shines through the story, and his flashes understated 
humor distinguished what would otherwise have been 
run-of-the-mill adventure story. 


Genevieve Casey, 
Detroit Public Library, 
Detroit, Michigan 


Drury, Allen Advise and Consent 
Doubleday. 616p. $5.75. (IIb) 


(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—August 


The Senate the United States America—one 
the most powerful legislative bodies the world, stra- 
tegically placed our system checks and balances 
wield its power and influence upon all phases 
world life, the world’s most select club where member- 
ship the inner circle determined ability 
demonstrated achievement and the willingness 
work together the solution problems com- 
promise without too great sacrifice principle, and 
yet group human beings, suffering from the same 
deficiencies all men with the added complication 
that any action may take will necessarily, these 
days uneasy peace, affect the well-being the entire 
world. 


This the body whose activity Mr. Allen Drury (quali- 
fied some extent through his service Congres- 
sional correspondence) analyzes deliberates 
Presidential nomination for Secretary State, highly 
controversial nomination which bound produce 
bitter conflict, emotional tension, personal enmity and 
yet which must eventually resolved the best in- 
terests the entire world. The story told terms 
the lives and reactions four important Senators, 
Robert Munson, Seabright Cooley, Brigham Anderson 
and Orrin Knox (though many others are drawn into 
the action), beginning with analysis the factors 
which shaped each man and then carrying the action 
forward each man becomes, turn, the dominant 
factor the plot. 


capable and efficient Majority Leader (neither 
Democrats Republicans are distinguished, only 
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Majority and Opposition), Bob Munson shocked and 
uneasy when the President (otherwise unnamed), 


nominates, without any consultation, Robert Leffing. 


well, Director Defense Mobilization, succeed the 
present incumbent Secretary State. The President 
dominating executive, personable and strong the 
Roosevelt tradition, convinced that his decisions are 
correct and his policies are the only ones 
lowed, ruthless seeking his ends. Out party loyalty 
Bob agrees support the nomination even though 
knows that Seab Cooley will lead bitter fight 
and that the harmony the Senate will deeply 
cleft. Leffingwell has been policy-making 
ment official for many years and has frequently drawn 
Senate criticism and objection. these days 
feared that will compromise away the country’s 
strength the cold war, i.e., regarded soft 
Communism and peace-at-any-price man. Cooley 
objects him out personal vindictiveness. 


Bob almost maneuvers the nomination through 
favorable committee recommendation but Seab blocks 
the maneuver and forces hearings sub-committee 
chairmanned Brigham Anderson. these hearings 
Leffingwell comes off well save for one minor witness 
who insists that the nominee was formerly 
nist. the absence specific proof, Leffingwell man- 
ages make this charge look ridiculous. But Seab, 
following hunch tenuous lead, finds the proof 
and Brig Anderson reopens the hearings the face 
opposition from the President, the Press and even some 
Senators. the same time the Russians announce 
manned missile shot establish base the moon. 


The President takes hand, trying pressure Brig into 
acquiescence and finally, lulling Brig with lie, uses 
evidence, obtained from Bob Munson and 
Supreme Court Justice, former sexual misconduct 
smear Brig through the agency demagogic junior 
Senator, Fred van Ackerman. Brig commits suicide. 
Munson repents and resigns Majority Leader join 
the fight against the President and Leffingwell. 
reelected and togther with Cooley and Orrin Knox de- 
feats the nomination. The President dies heart 
attack the Russians announce the manning moon 
base and summon the United States Geneva hear 
ultimatum. TheVice-President succeeds, announces 
our own landing the moon and appoints Orrin Knox 
Secretary State Executive and Legislative branches 
restore the harmony operation necessary for efficient 
government. 


Mr. Drury has written interesting and technically 
well done story the Senate action and the 
tors, honorable and dishonorable, which might sway 
decision. Though true many essentials, there 
air superficiality about the book, due mainly the 
fact that cannot probe too deeply into the psychic 
constitution too many his characters because 
the need for constant action the scene has set 
himself draw. seems find necessary call 
upon too many “deus-ex-machina” situations make 
his plot eventuate and too many these are tele- 
graphed advance. With deeper study the inter- 
action motivations his book could have been good 
one. Many will attempt make the inevitable and 
indivious comparisons between these characters 
tion and their real life counterparts. Assuredly, Mr. 
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Drury had some comparisons mind but would 
fruitless discuss them such review; they are too 
well camoufiaged for that. There are numerous sub- 
scenes which are delectably done, although some 
them, such the treatment the Indian delegate 
the United Nations, may draw resentment from some 
quarters. The author seems cast some doubt the 
impartiality the press since has them favor, almost 
man, the individual who bears the tag Liberal. 
But throughout the whole book, the dignity and due 
consideration the Senate broods over the action with 
most Senators, even those tinged with evil, credited 
with acting from good intentions for the welfare the 
country. The only exception this the demagogue, 
van Ackerman. Although marred profanity and 
condoning certain immoralities, the book suitable for 
adult readers. 


Vale, Eugene The Thirteenth Apostle 
Scribner. Aug. 347p. $4.50. (Ila) 


Eugene Vale’s novel intensely written adventure 
story with the larger purpose studying the simple 
ways which faith lost and the difficult process 
whereby regained. Against contrasting primitive 
background, subtly explores hound-of-heaven 
fashion how man, through disguised self-pity, rejects 
God and the grace example and purifying ordeal 
struggles back religious belief and perception 
providence hardship. 

When visiting painter named Franz Crispian vanishes 
the jungles South American country, Donald 
Webb, American consul, sets out with Padre Paolo 
confirm the man’s reported death. Through series 
Indian villages, the search leads eventually mining 
camp the base mysterious, virtually inaccessible 
Soledad. Here Crispian had formed acquaintances 
with Barrie, brutal engineer; Barrie’s beautiful daugh- 
ter Mona; and the rationalistic Don Hernandez. With 
some difficulty, aided notes Crispian that finds, 
Webb discerns the the artist’s reviving faith 
life and art. 


Stimulated heated arguments with Hernandez, Cris- 
pian had set work huge painting the cruci- 
fixion into which put his whole spiritual experience 
and artistic training, using likenesses the people 
through whom had come understand. Mona 
shows Webb the picture, magnificent piece but with 
the central figure Christ cut from the canvas. 
satisfied with it, Crispian had taken the fragment and 
gone the village Zapar, below the peak 
Soledad, where hoped the inspiration the majes- 
tic sentinel would enable him finish properly. 


Webb drawn irresistibly onward. His journey with 
Padre succession hair-raising thrills 
the tradition the best mountain literature, but 
also becomes increasingly submerged psychological 
symbolism: the trip Zapar really Webb’s journey 
back The initially irritating faith the simple 
Native priest combines with flashback reminiscences 
youthful mistakes reveal Webb how little 
merits portraiture the thirteenth apostle Crispian’s 
Painting. 

Zapar finds Crispian’s body frozen the snow, 
the completed painting, and the story how Mona 
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had the artist rise climactic assertion 
Most finds his own faith and 
resolves rise from selfishness good will, from 
hedonism duty, from despair God. Thereby the 
lesson Crispian and the message Soledad are 
fulfilled: “Thy search has not been vain; and now 
that thou hast found thy way me, thou shalt kno 

that have never rejected thee.” 

Richly meaningful this unfolding the mountain 
symbolism and the model Crispian’s life is, its force 
somewhat impaired over-extension. The result 
that the narrative scaling the peak becomes lengthily 
bogged down introspective and flashbacks 
preliminaries. Objection might also made the 
excessive eccentricity Crispian and the too 
shadowy development Mona. The structural plan, 
however, ingenious, the theme meaningful, and 
the writing powerfully ordered that the book survives 
these drawbacks and offers the serious reader deep 


moral experience. 
George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Harling, Robert The Colonnade 
Putnam. Aug. 14,1959. 245p. $3.50. (IIb) 


Alfred Hitchcock! you’ve got yourself some material 
this newest novel Robert Harling. It’s natural 
for the peering camera; for the long shots down splendid 
colonnades. fact the title represents the colonnade 
Bernini within St. Peter’s courtyard and the climactic 
chase within thousands press see the Pope; 
and murderers twist their way toward our hero, 
scene which clamors for the Hitchcock touch. 


Mr. Harling has done first rate technical job. Sus- 
pense all important and the author builds his 
climax with skill and imagination. From the first pages 
diary-like style are given sense foreboding. 
The writing has knack hinting future unknown 
events which tickles anticipation. background 
beautiful Italian Villas and famed architecture Pal- 
ladio varied enough heighten the horror present 
day espionage and violence. Morality, however, 
given scant respect least regarding fornication which 
appears love discovered, tested and found suitable. 
For this reason the book not recommended for the 
general reading public. 


Dr. Rupert Henderson, English Psychiatrist, has lost his 
wife Helen ten months before the story opens. James 
Westlake, long time friend, prevails upon Henderson 
vacation with him Italy part guided archi- 
tectural tour. The trip, hoped, will assuage melan- 
choly made understandable Dr. Henderson’s re- 
ark, have belief that shall ever see her 
some shadowy paradise beyond the grave.” 
comes the lovely form one the guided tourists, 
Italian Bianca Marie Cordelia Colleoni.. Her charms 
are dutifully catalogued and learn later her easy 
virtue and life spent mistress the most suit- 
able. With her Dr. Henderson fervid romance, 
star-crossed for various reasons. 
The essential conflict and suspense centers around 
young man named Francis Greenaway, also tourist 
and presently reformed Communist possessing im- 
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portant, stolen documents the British. Torn fears 
confesses all our psychiatrist and turns over the 
material his safe keeping. Suicide punctuates that 
relationship and draws the noose events more tightly. 
Two monks, apostates and Communists Italy, are 
the villains pursuing the valuable information. 
surprising that they not steal the papers directly 
from Henderson but the chase ending St. Peter’s 
worth the little lapse logic. 


Eugene Linehan, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Steen, Marguerite The Woman the Back Seat 
Doubleday. Aug. 312p. $3.95. (IIb) 


This novel the author The Sun Undoing 
takes woman whose first marriage was marred her 
frigidity and, the story her second marriage, at- 
tempts spell out her expiation. her early widow- 
hood Ellen Monroe “awakened” Paul Vilmorin, 
Professor Humanities Shagford, second-rate Eng- 
lish university. They marry and set housekeeping 
with Lavinia, Ellen’s only child her first marriage. 


Paul’s fanatical devotion his beat students and Ellen’s 
habit brooding over her first marriage augur ill for 
her second. Paul course “understands” Lavinia bet- 
ter than Ellen does, and Ellen’s relieved when her 
second pregnancy ends miscarriage. The students 
resent Ellen, who doesn’t understand them, either. 
These students are chaotic Greek chorus quasi- 
tragedy. 

When Paul eventually finds the time for affair with 
Lavinia that could never spare for companionship 
with Ellen, his veneer integrity wears thin. (Lavinia, 
growing undisciplined neurotic atmosphere, 
victimized her disorderly emotions.) The marriage 
saved when Paul and Lavinia part and Ellen decides 
against divorce. Neither woman wants wreck Paul’s 
career already jeopardized his liberal tendencies, his 
close identification with the students, and his fight for 
the Humanities Science-dominated school. Ellen 
settles down try for true understanding those 
students; this, the author feels, sign her expiation 
and coming age. 

Lavinia’s friends include spate sex deviates, and 
there are expressions and incidents that make this novel 
decidely unpleasant. But can hardly dismissed 
pornographic trash. Miss Steen writes well, and 
does not glorify sex with eye for her public. Sex is, 
for the most part, made more revolting than should 
be. 

Does the author realize that her characters, lacking 
moral and spiritual guidance their youth, are all but 
lost the Their background materialistic, 
their difficulty reliance the senses and the un- 
aided human intellect. And consciously not, the 
novel essay the bleakness marriages not 
approached sacrament. 

Miss Steen gropes for redemptive formula under- 
standing. Charity its full Christian sense not 
grasped enunciated, but the longing for obvious. 
The novel probes deeper into the realms conscience 
and morality than its author may suspect. 


for these reasons that Miss Steen’s twenty-sixth 
novel may suitable for the mature student cop. 


temporary mores. Charles Gros, 
Panama City, Florida 


Brenner, Jacques Nephew the Emperor 


his lifetime the composer Beethoven was sometimes 
called the “Emperor” his admirers. This novel 
written the form apocryphal Memoirs the com- 
poser’s nephew, Karl van Beethoven. 

The author’s purpose not only provide with 
vicariously intimate picture the great man his 
family knew him, but also rehabilitate the character 
Karl. Certainly, the nephew has suffered much 
the hands Beethoven’s earlier biographers. Accord- 
ing them Karl made shameful return his uncle 
and guardian for all the love and persistent devotion 
that Beethoven had showed him. 


the very readable pages these fictional Memoirs, 
Monsieur Brenner enlists our sympathy for the boy. 
While fictional, the details and conversations are often 
taken verbatim from Beethoven’s letters and from the 
Note Books his conversations made necessary his 
deafness. 

This psychological novel. Its climax reached not 
dramatic action, but the gradual build-up the 
intolerable position which the unhappy nephew 
almost psychotic genius finds himself. Karl was 
proud his uncle’s greatness, extremely fond the 
great man himself, but stifled, oppressed, negated al- 
most, Beethoven’s jealous, possessive love. Because 
was denied his own mother’s care and love, 
denied friends his own age, denied choice his 
own career. was subjected maddening suspicions, 
distrust, accusations and insults. The author does not 
much justify explain why Karl finally sought free- 
dom from this oppression attempted suicide. 
the end found his independence army career. 
experiment, this reviewer played again one 
the Beethoven symphonies. found that not one bit 
the pleasure and thrill experienced hearing 
these masterpieces had been taken away reading 
about the “Emperor’s” neuroticisms. Perhaps, indeed, 
some greater measure sympathy and understanding 
had been added. 


The translation Marguerite Waldman capably 
done, and retains just suggestion the original Gallic 


style and idiom. Reverend Ira Still, 
Mentor, Ohio 


Slaughter, Frank 
Doubleday. Aug. 262p. $3.95. (Ila) 


philosophical, brandy-drinking, plantation doctor—a 
swashbuckling, bourbon-drinking, wastrel owner—a rich 
Pennsylvania Union Major—and woman; 
place Georgia county the path Sherman’s 
march the sea; stir well with abolished slavery, Con- 
federate reactions, carpetbaggers and the Klux Klan 
—and you have Slaughter’s latest novel. 


Lorena had been courted Charleston and brought 
Selby, Cray County, where her father-in-law, know- 
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ing his son was manager, had taught her run the 
plantation and love it. With marriage gone sour, 
she found vent for her energy and feelings the plant- 
ing, ginning and trading the cotton. Her sole obses- 
sion was preserve Selby for much wanted son. 
Brad, her husband, led his troop cavalry heroic 
but foolhardy manner and made few visits home; when 
did, his consumption bourbon prevented him from 
consummating Lorena’s desire for son. 

Dan Carroll preceded Sherman from Atlanta, chased 
Brad’s troops, and made his headquarters Selby, after 
destroying neighboring plantations for resistance. Lorena 
prevailed upon him preserve Selby before left, 
and promised return. After the war, Dan pur- 
chased neighboring plantation and was military gov- 
the county. Selby, prosperous, was preserved 
against the Klan for Lorena’s son; but her husband, 
reported dead Mexico, returned and fast and 
gripping climax ends the tale Lorena, 
woman, who knew what she wanted and fought for it. 
This not lasting literary production, but 
clever, interesting treatment Southern life and preju- 
dices the end the Civil War. also includes 
veiled lesson our present day problem integration, 
whether not the author intended such. 
not classed historical novel, for the scope much 
too narrow, but the author has sure knowledge his 
time and locale. Overall, thoroughly enjoyable 


book for adults. 
John Cullen, A.B., LL.B., 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 


Kitty, Hardly Knew You 
236p. $3.95. 


McSorley, Edward 

Doubleday. Aug. 1959. 
This the story Kitty, Irish immigrant, who has 
her first liaison with Clune, stoker the ship bring- 
ing her America, man guilty, that point, two 


cowardly murders. When Clune does not fulfill his 
promise look her and marry her when they land 
America, she marries Bernard order legitimize 
her pregnancy Clune. Bernard soon loses interest 
(she never had any him), and she has series 
liaisons with Rice, groom large estate. Bernard 
becomes part waterfront racketeering, and the first 
part the novel ends when found murdered 
the docks. 


this point the story makes leap time sufficient 
for Charles, the issue Kitty and Clune, grow 
and killed war; and, when meet Kitty again, 
she prostitute. the end her resources, she 
falls with Dom, taxi driver. They obtain job 
taking care rooming house, where they live 
basement apartment. Dom intends marry Kitty— 
even church, she wishes. But one the roomers 
Clune, whom Kitty has loved all these years and 
who now broken old man, for reasons recounted 
asub-plot. Clune never recognizes Kitty, and she never 
identifies herself him, but she unwitting link 
the chain that drags him suicide, and his suicide 
sets motion sequence events which causes Dom 
throw Kitty out. The novel ends when Kitty semi- 
accidentally causes her own death. 


Various parts the book are narrated the first per- 
son various characters—mainly Kitty, Clune, and 
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Dom—with four-page epilogue the author speak- 
ing his own person. Much the narrative may 
called disciplined stream-of-consciousness, which usu- 
ally coherent, but now and then the meaning cannot 
caught the first bounce, and there one fairly 
long passage about mice which still trying field. 
Mr. McSorley shows skill handling the English lan- 
guage, and seems have insight into the human 
soul, particularly into its fetid backwaters. But the 
novel dismal one, and one passage completely 
offensive. cannot remember reading any other novel 
which few the characters had any attractive 
traits all. For Kitty and for Dom one can feel under- 
standing and sympathy many points, and small 
handful the other characters are likable; but the 
dozens other characters, major, minor, and merely 
incidental, are repulsive lot. 


once knew sweet little old lady, now dead, Irish 
descent who deplored the way which the Irish are 
usually portrayed, “loud, ignorant, headed, 
drunken, and constantly fighting.” She even objected 
the motion picture “The Quiet Man” these 
grounds. What would she ever have thought Kitty, 


Hardly Knew You! 
Edward Kaltenbach, Ph.D., 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Mitchner, Stuart Let Awake 
Crowell. Aug. 3,1959. 305p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Everybody knows this time that the period during 
which boy leaves high school and starts college 
time great uncertainty, bewilderment, and 
desperate bravado. Stuart Mitchner, young man 
himself, has tried capture something the life 
his contemporaries and put paper. has suc- 
ceeded least the extent winning the Thomas 
Crowell College Novel Contest and his book does show 
promise; but Let Awake, though may 
superior its rivals and may have won college prize, 
too much cluttered with the defects youth, 
shortcomings which are not the less embarrassing be- 
cause their prevalence the work young writers. 


Evidently—all too evidently, perhaps—Mr. Mitchner 
set out present theme idyllic love restrained 
fear commitment and then purified through em- 
bittering experience. Vincent Reed, the hero Let 
high-school graduating class small midwestern 
town. afraid admit his affection, and seems 
ashamed his recalcitrance, doubt believing that 
man seventeen should committed one undying 
love. The boy and girl seldom meet during the sum- 
mer after graduation and autumn finds the young man 
far from home, enrolled small eastern college. 
one his classes girl such spectacular beauty 
that she commands the admiration all males, but 
Mr. Mitchner’s romantic idealization she falls love 
with the blushing boy from the west. Her appeal 
him strictly sexual and soon begins concentrate 
sexual union with her but something strange her 
personality keeps him distance. All the elements 
are resolved dance given celebrate the end 
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the scholastic year; Vince has built much his success 
singer the party; fails miserably, chiefly be- 
cause overwrought the discovery that the girl’s 
innocence has been systematically destroyed sadistic 
affair with Vince’s closest friend; more bewildered than 
ever, Vince responds his homing instinct and goes 
back his constant but neglected sweetheart, leaving 
the college girl, most pathetic figure, fend for 
herself. 

What have, then, modern exposé 
young love strange toils. The aim basically sound, 
but the execution often clumsy. There something 
childishly wishful the concoction sophisticated 
girl’s love for country bumpkin and there something 
unreal every appearance the malicious seducer. 
Even the hero’s character lacks clarity and consistency. 
pictured being once sexless idealist and 
inept but determined wolf. 

There immaturity, too, some the incidentals 
the novel. The character Fourth-Avenue book- 
seller what boy would like be, but incredible 
the reader. New York fascinates Mr. Mitchner, 
well might, but his fascination expressed not the 
clear, carefully casual way Whice John Mc- 
Nulty; his enthusiasms are given vent ordinary, un- 
inspiring pictures ordinary things. should add that 
the youngsters this novel are forever preoccupied 
with the fleetingness time. 

One revealing feature about his writer the skill with 
which handles brief satirical episode Village 
cafe. Those boring young persons who, suppose, 


simply must referred are actually 
little too easy mark for the satirist, but Mr. Mitchner 
deft his treatment them. Perhaps satire his 


vein. 
William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 
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Fisher, Vardis Love and Death 


Vardis Fisher has lived close nature all its violence 
and wonder, and his “complete stories” are indeed 
stories “love and death.” 


The nineteen short stories this volume were 
lished anywhere from fifteen twenty-five years ago 
and, understandably, are uneven quality and 
appeal. The stories have not been placed any par. 
ticular order the book, but, this reviewer read 
them, they seemed separate automatically into sey. 
eral definite categories— 


One Burt’s Wife,” “The Mother,” “The 
Scarecrow,” “Christmas Night,” and 
might have been designated the index 


Another group—“Martha’s Vacation,” “Odyssey 
Hero,” Partnership With Death,” “Mr. Graham 
Takes Bath,” “The Death April” —as “comic 


irony.” 


Yet another “The Rape India,” 
“The Storm,” “As Death Lonely,” and “Adam and 
Eve,” (this last written beautiful poetic prose)—as 
“literary.” 


this reviewer, the best stories the book are the 
folk tales. Reading them, one can almost smell the 
smoke curling from campfire dark starless 
night storyteller spins yarns. his folk tales 
that Mr. Fisher recreates vividly the rugged atmosphere 
Idaho’s Antelope country and simple people, with- 
out veneer sophistication, untouched culture 
education. 
Elizabeth O’Rourke, 


New Brunswick, New Jersey 


Madalena, Lorenzo Confetti for Gino 
Doubleday. Aug. 263p. $3.95. (IIb) 


The California coast abounds nationalistic fishing 
colonies, which the most publicized has been the 
Monterey peninsula, through the Steinbeck focus. 
much lesser way, now have straightforward story 
the lives and loves Sicilian-Italian group 
tered the shadow the San Diego-Mexican water 
which abound tuna, blue-fin and fat albacore. The 
author, born this milieu, and now teaching that 
area, has had easy access the factual details 
naive story, detailed carefully subject, predicate, and 
object each sentence. 


The plot timeless concerns the rebellion youth 
against family influences. The rebellion centers 
attraction divorced waitress, and devotion 
young midget brother. The accidental death the 
brother achieves realization and submission the 
mores the clan, which results marriage 
childhood sweetheart, and the resultant confetti the 
title the church steps. 


While the story line unpretentious, marked 
unusual facility depicting the customs the 


closely-knit community, fishing, religious, and family, 


who continually reject the impact the nearby 
icans”. For anyone who has ever captured just one 
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the silvery fish, sailed charter fishing boat, tasted 
Christmas canoli, even read about the accounts 
the various Italian Greek Portuguese fishing com- 
munity customs, this offers pleasant recognition 
way life removed from freeways and television. 


Gino DeMarino, the foremost young leader the fish- 
ing fleet, returned from the wars, has two loves. The 
frst his boat, and order, his fourteen-year-old 
the midget Nino. His attempt validate his 
attraction Vicki, the blonde waitress, marriage, 
meets with disaster learns that Vicki’s estranged 
husband (and daughter) will never agree divorce. 
His family’s interest Teresa, neighbor’s virtuous 
causes him repress his attraction her. There are 
fne additional portraits Gino’s mother, family mem- 
friends, the pastor and village characters, each 
advancing pressures Gino’s life. 


Confetti for Gino contains several graphic bits writ- 
ing, including the battle for the tuna, far sea; the 
scene the beach picnic, the 
accident Nino with the blue-fin shark, 
interlarded with minute descriptions family festivals 
and funerals that have both hilarious and somber 
moments. 


usually noted, the “robust humor” and “exuber- 
ant spirit” the blurbs means rough language and 
situations suitable for adult and discriminating 


audiences. 
Judson LeHaye, 
Montebello, California 


Goodman, Aubrey 
The Golden Youth Lee Prince 
Simon and Schuster. Aug. 1959. 344p. $4.50. (IIb) 


wrapper and large promotion budget indi- 
cate not only the publishers’ confidence this first 
novel, but also considerable sales among readers who 
like their fairy tales high, wide, and little gamey. 
This Mr. Goodman’s first novel; twenty-three, 
and biographical details would indicate that has, 
like his hero, somewhat the same background; enough 
least identify him with the Tony Anderson who 
tells what all happened Lee Prince the golden 
years his youth. 


Prince wealthy, handsome, amiable young man 
from Kismet, Texas, (that’s Fate!), who goes through 
expensive prepschool, then through four years 
short stories published, joins the best clubs, and goes 
all the Old Eli hangouts—and two hectic years post- 
loafing and partying and out fashion- 
able apartment the fashionable East Side Man- 
more less the company classmate who 
studying law Columbia University. 


lee Prince, the boy who had everything, has firm 
moral stamina, father who lush and lady- 
mother who committed suicide when was 
his early teens, and terribly fuddled complex 
because the childhood sweetheart thought 
was the love-of-his-life just went off and married some- 
So, when not mooning about playing 
his hi-fi and being quietly sorry for himself 
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adrift this aimless world, starts experimenting 
with this and that and t’other association, spending 
money wildly mad parties and half-mad people, 
the ultimate bewilderment and disgust his friend, 
Tony Anderson, who had shared the apartment until 
got too much, but who, nevertheless, remains 
loyal and interested enough report the final chapters 


which Lee’s father marries the girl Lee brought back: 


New York from Texas after his grandfather’s death 
and Lee marries Priscilla Stone, Ruth 
Stein), actress had always worshipped. 


There is, implicit this long and picaresque tale, which 
sure compared Scott Fitzgerald’s early 
novels, some social satire and some intelligent youth- 
ful comment various aspects life among the 
socialites Manhattan’s cafe set and the befuddled 
denizens Greenwich Village, and this gives the novel 
more interest than would, otherwise, merit. But 
succession sordid adventures told, for the most part 
with restraint uncommon among first novelists the 
past two decades, would make this suitable only for the 
mature adult reader, most whom will wince im- 
patiently some the unnecessary vulgarities which 
some the necessarily vulgar characters are guilty of. 


R.F.G. 


Moore, Donald The Sumatra 
Doubleday. 286p. $3.85. (IIb) 


The Sumatra thrilling tale segregation Singa- 
pore. Why, its asks, the Europeans look down 
the natives and, particularly the half-caste Eurasians? 


Paul, correspondent the London Daily Courier, tells 
this story the clash tastes and ideologies. The 
central figures are: Dr. Julius Mehta, “with his coal- 
dust handsome face,” and his wife Nancy, European, 
and his two children Penny and Philip. Penny falls 
love with Paul; Philip Mehta, fresh from medical school 
Edinburgh, engaged Joan Hooper. The war 
color begins the opening chapter when Mr. and Mrs. 
Hooper boorishly brush aside Dr. Mehta’s friendly 
greetings. The race war apparent the political life 
the colony. The have-nots are led Dr. Ho, 
reminiscent the typical suave Communist leader, 
who wants the white men leave and let the natives 
take over the government. 


Philip, meanwhile, disgusted with his father’s medical 
practice catering strictly the idle rich. Mr. Moore 
vividly depicts the two worlds the colony, the scro- 
fulous conditions the native quarter, the artificiality 
the wealthy whose chief health problem dieting. 
Philip joins Dr. Sun, woman doctor whose clinic 
open the unfortunate the city; become com- 
munist, hoping the people’s lot will grow better through 
change leaders. But his dreams are shattered 
when witnesses the cunning Dr. stirring 
the rabble attack and kill the chief magistrate, Lee 
Lai Seng. This last chapter detailing the riot splen- 
did piece descriptive writing. 


Mr. Moore has eye and ear for the customs and 
the idiom the Orient. Adults will find his latest 
novel gripping account social and political tension 
the Far East today. 


164 


Hardy, Ronald The Men from the Bush 
Doubleday. Aug. 6,1959. 191p. $3.75. (IIb) 


Ronald Hardy can evoke vistas the African scene 
realistically that, after sweating through his arid 
plains and acres dust, the reader doesn’t mind the 
heat waves the United States. Primarily this the 
story chase. rain has fallen for months and, 
according tribal law, human sacrifice must made. 
Eurasian boy, Tommy, missing and four tribes- 
men from the bush have been seen the vicinity. 
Jeff, with crippled foot, the son the local govern- 
ment officer and starts search for Tommy with the 
help his friend, Mike. Jeff has appealed for aid and 
has been refused it. The clergy, this juncture, come 
off second best. Rev. Tiplady, married dropsical 
wife, poseur bucking for bishopric. Father Greene 
inept old man who refuses help because the 
boy non-Catholic! Rev. Tiplady sums the main 
characters succinctly: “Wilson, the child’s father, 
social negro with pale skin obsessed escape 
from his own “Henniker, 
copper (for whom) life has one simple loyalty, the 
crown and its possessions”; “Allery, kind intel- 
lectual renegade dirty boots and native hat.” 


Another principal character the first half the 
book Jeff’s stepmother, Birdie; slattern subsisting 
gin and cigarettes, living amid scabrous surroundings. 


Jeff, Mike, and servant Benedict, catch with the 
four men from the bush rain begins fall. Sac- 
rifice, however, must still made and Benedict, who 
has been fired Birdie for being too old, gives himself 
over the victim place rescued Tommy. 


Characters and setting are well delineated against the 
sweltering African background. Adults reading this 
macabre tale may feel cooler summers, but 
will also feel bit cheated, did, with the outcome. 


Brother Gerald Edward, C.F.X., 
Spring, Maryland 


Daily Life the Time Homer 


Mireaux, Emile 
Translated from the French Iris Sells. 
4,1959. 264p. $4.00. (Ila) 

From the Iliad and the Odyssey well works 
scholarship concerned with these two classics, Emile 
Mireaux derives picture Grecian life during the 
age Homer. panoramic view which pre- 
sents, for all classes people, all interests and activi- 
ties, cultural, social, economic and religious, are ex- 
amined and depicted. consequence quasi-feudal 
society emerges, which was never known those 
who once painfully tried render into English Homer’s 
epics. Apparently real insight into that world pro- 
vided the author, for though times given 
conjecture, usually the conclusions advances are 
substantiated the Odyssey the Iliad. does 
times resort secondary sources equivalent testi- 
mony, and perhaps only the most erudite scholar can 
challenge the amazing microcosm which creates 
within this brief work. 


His prose, least translation, lively and com- 
pelling, particularly for anyone interested that long 
vanished world. may for the unitiated, however, 


Macmillan. Aug. 


too recondite, for does presume casual 
with Greek mythology and literature. 


Both footnotes and detailed index supplement 
text and evince the scholarship the author. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York, New York 


Gibney, Frank 
The Frozen Revolution. Poland: Stud 
Communist Decay. 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Aug. 1959. 
(IIa) 
Frank Gibney, reporter and now staff writer for 
has presented brilliant, unprejudiced, 
and competent first-hand report one aspect the 
situation behind the Iron Curtain. His story 
concerns events Poland since 1956. However, 
author also skillfully introduces more general and 
basic factors and causes shaping Polish life and thy 
gives clue the understanding the whole Com 
munist world and its moving forces. 
titling his book The Frozen Revolution, Mr. Gibne; 
intends picture the unique, 


269p. 


which tok place Poland during that fateful Octobe 


1956. The insurrection was directed against 
political, social and economic system forcibly imposed 
the Polish people the Russian Communist Party, 
The familiar Communist pattern repeated itself: the 
interests Russia and Russia’s ruling party 
the interest other peoples and the working clas 
itself. According the author, Russian inspired 
munism system russification and 
Violence and gigantic propaganda fraud 
exploit the satellite countries for the benefit Russia 
And within each nation the majority the people, th: 
working class included, must work for the benefit 
the “new class” owners, the leading members the 
Communist Party. 

The October revolution Poland was directed 
precisely against that sort Communism. had, there 
fore, two main objectives: liberation from the 
oppression Russia and overthrow the 
dominated, police-supported Polish new class docile 
Russian servants. The menace Russian armies 
crush any attempt regain complete independence 
and the illusion the idealist Polish Marxists prevented 
the revolution from achieving its goal; was frozen 
its tracks. 

Other reasons, too, conspired against the 
aries. “There was geography, which had played 
many cruel tricks Poland’s history, seeing thet 
Poland had boundary with the 
world, but was surrounded everywhere Soviet force. 
There was complex self-neutralizing forces the 


revolution itself—anti-Russian Communists, 


munist Marxists, anti-clerical liberals, liberal Catholics 


Socialist workers, conservative peasantry. There 


most importantly, the world stalemate between the 
Soviet Union and the United States, with their neat 
parity atomic weapons” (p. xiii). 
Nevertheless the “Frozen Revolution did not 
went beyond the Hungarian uprisings its 
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destructive effect the imperialist Communist system 
for unroofed this “gigantic laboratory confusion 
which was the system. opened door 
least half-freedom and that small ray revealed the 
decay within. stirred cycle thinking, disturbance 


and resentment. Poles are traditionally stubborn 
ournal, people. 
The author’s conscientious reporting should enhance 
the book’s value the thoughtful and concerned 
reader. His lively and dramatic style make interest- 
The Frozen Revolution offers understand- 
ing the struggling Pole his serious test the belief 
that “the great deed October will not wasted 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
Henry Academic Procession 
thus Press. July 1959. 222p. $4.00. 
e Com (Ila) 
This “intensely personal book” Dr. Henry Wris- 
reflections upon his associations and experiences 
inthe world education for the last thirty years. 
Aspresident both Lawrence and Brown, Dr. Wriston 
had ample experience out which speak. And 
speak does, times adversely and critically, but not, 
olf: the with malice. 
begins his book with description his own back- 
clas for presidency. This chapter delightfully 
and whimsically written without any loss realism 
and very much reminiscent other delightful essays 
which have read. tells his first inkling 
(in his junior year college) someone called 
ple, the president. The fanfare coincident with the inaugura- 
nefit tion new president Wesleyan University brought 
the tohim “the inevitable conclusion: ‘This the 
own words (p. decided accept the in- 
evitable and make career.” The presidency be- 
came actuality for him 1925. Convinced that 
college president must scholar, that few men have 
Russian all the talents, that being president was hazardous 
docile occupation, nevertheless, Dr. Wriston confesses that 
ready appraising his two basic skills: teaching and research, 
ndence felt satisfied this first presidential assignment that 
vented his apprenticeship both skills was invaluable for 
ozen and sympathetic discharge his new 
With chapter two, Dr. Wriston begins discuss trus- 
yed faculty, administration, students, alumni and the 
that 
times there certain wry humor which will make 
the not trustees faculty, for example, smile 
personal and pointed, illustrate the point under con- 
Anecdotes are many and well timed 
the sustain interest. 
myself, think, chapter four “The Administra- 
was most interesting. There encouragement 
ail for the harassed president, suggestions for the hesi- 
its The pages the relationship between presi- 
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dent and librarian are particularly good, for they mince 
words. “The library many respects the very 
heart the college. ought, therefore, major 
preoccupation its principal administrative officer” 


(p. 136). 


This book, not intended guide since everyone’s 
place the academic procession unique one, 
nevertheless valuable for gives the image 
markable person reflecting upon history-making life. 


recommend especially for those involved 
academic procession for their friends who watch the 


procession pass. 
Sister Mary William, Ph.D., 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 


Freyre, Gilberto 
New World the Tropics: The Culture 
Modern Brail 

Knopf. 1959. 286p. $5.00. (Ila) 


More than travel book, this work love 
which the author’s deep knowledge Brazil and its 
people apparent every page. Brazil from 
native son’s viewpoint, not the tourist’s, not the two- 
year-hitch resident’s, nor the fly-in fly-out reporter’s 
account the spot conditions. rather compre- 
hensive its coverage the background Brazilian 
history, ethnic and social conditions, foreign policy, 
literature and architecture. also contains excel- 
lent chapter “Brazil European Civilization 
the Tropics.” And since the author has traveled wide- 
and resided abroad several countries, his study 
tempered and considerate the accomplishments 
other countries and their contributions the total 
culture Brazil. 


Most the material the book has appeared before 
various publications. The author, however, has in- 
corporated four new chapters and 
which paves the way for this informative and interesting 
study modern Brazil. 


More studies this type, which are written from the 
sociological and cultural viewpoint, should under- 
taken about all the nations South America. 
“northerners” have great deal learn about our sister 
continent. Excellent books this high caliber are 
prime source mutual understanding. 


Vincent Colimore, 
Loyola College, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Gleckner, Robert The Piper and the Bard 
State University Press. June 1959. 335p. $7.00. 
a 
This carefully constructed and thoroughly docu- 
mented study William Blake’s “poetic ability, his 
philosophical-religious-aesthetic concepts, and his own 
special technique for conveying these concepts.” The 
author confines himself, for the most part, Songs 
Innocence and Songs Experience show that the 
poet dealing with two contrary states the human 
soul, but uses “Tiriel,” “The Book Thel,” “The 
Marriage Heaven and Hell,” and “Visions the 
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Daughters Albion” show the development the 
poet’s thought progresses from one state, inno- 
cence, the other state, experience. uses Blake’s 
engraved texts, containing his misspellings, confused 
punctuation and capitalization, and presents explica- 
tions many the poems these works, enabling 
the reader get fair grasp the poet’s canon. 


The author first introduces the reader Blake’s cosmic 
system: single vision, which sees self alone; double 
vision, which recognition the human confined 
reason and moral law; the divine visible the 
human; and innocence begot wisdom, the key 
which imagination. These are the states inno- 
cence, experience, and higher innocence. 


then examines Blake’s method presenting these 
states and suggests means approaching the poet’s 
use symbols they apply them. indicates 
that the poems must read from specific point 
view and suggests that the introductory poem each 
series the key each point view. “Innocence” 
introduced the joyful Piper; “Experience” intro- 
duced the solemn Bard. 

Introducing the reader “Innocence,” the author ex- 
plicates some the poems contained therein demon- 
strate this level Blake’s concept the cosmos. 
does not immediately move “Experience” but 
uses “The Book Thel,” “The Marriage 
Heaven and Hell,” and “Visions the Daughters 
Albion” point out the reader the different threads 
the development the poet’s concept the cosmos 
leads “Experience.” this manner makes 


effective relationship between “Innocence” and “Ex- 
perience.” 
The reader now ready for the author’s examination 


“Experience.” Again, explication used point 
this level the poet’s concept the cosmos. More- 
over, the author suggests contrasting patterns between 
“Innocence” and “Experience” which clearly show the 
distinctions the poet making each the states 
that comprise his concept the cosmos. 


Possibly the major contributions this critical study 
are: (1) gives the student Blake integrating 
factor with which approach the poet’s works, (2) 
gives the reader Blake valuable interpretations 
some the poet’s more popular poems. Professor 
Gleckner has made significant contribution Blake 


scholarship. 
Robert Lodge, 


University Scranton 


The Night the Hammer 
44p. $3.75. (Ila) 


O’Gorman, Ned 
Harcourt, Brace. 1959. 
Merrill, James 

The Country Thousand Years Peace 
Knopf. 1959. 78p. $3.95. (Ila) 


Ned O’Gorman, Lamont Poetry winner for 1958, has 
live sense language, void veneer and pseudo- 
poeticism. Whenever uses obscurity, and 
masterful, tests our understanding well our 
accessibility his sensibility. writes direct 
lines, but like all creators, writes crooked. poetry, 
unlike “politics,” crookedness virtue. The aim 
poetry write straight lines through crookedness, 


whereas the crookedness rarely comes 
into straightness. 


The live line apparent each the poems 
Mr. O’Gorman writes, “She was divine, told 
her face,” “The roar birth falls down yoy’ 
these poems will not fall asleep. Religious 
such “On Saint Theresa’s Difficulty Keeping 
Feet the Ground,” are definitely un-nunlike. 
nun could ever have written this poem. 
antidote the lovely, sacrificial sighs many sent. 
mental sister rhymes. Mr. O’Gorman does not 
his way into rhyme because knows that what 
communicates not meant pleasant jingle. 
wrestler, not ping-pong player. tough, 
poetry must involved conflict. 


James Merrill, whose first poems appeared the 
zine Poetry 1946, when was 19, still youn 
enough his early thirties the way startling 
maturity vision. Eight years have elapsed since his 
First Poems appeared, when earned the reputation 
rhyme, and image. did not seem interested then 
the transitory problems his time; did seem con 
centrate the fashioning art-object, making 
something well, however elusive that something 
be. Substances and apparatuses seemed his forte, not 
the human condition. 


Now, this collection poems that have appeared 
various little magazines during eight years, Mr. 
maintains his reputation admirably. still the 
expert craftsman, experimenting with the sonnet, 
example, and performing always deftly. 
phoenixes, fire, olive groves, thistledown, 
dunes, all are part his vision, with sidelong 
porphyry and jasper. The images still come out 
clearly, and underneath, submerged for the most par, 
peeps the human element. 


The reader, however, who looks for directly stated 
emotional idea like You can have enough/ 
human love” will disappointed. will wonder, 
many times, what the poem about. Trying 
away from another, woman’s expecting birth, thee 
are situations one understands. For the most part, the 
reader, beguiled craftsmanlike competence, ask 
vainly, “What the situation?” The last poem 
the book, Dedication,” involves warmth, quality 
not expected the seemingly detached author. 
more warmth and less detachment would bring the 
reader out the drawing room and into the hearth. 


Arthur MacGillivray, 


Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Harvest Verse 


One the most interesting, and deceptively simple 
collections poetry recently published John 
man’s Collected Poems, (Houghton, Mifflin. 
$4.00; poet with sure eye for scene, 
one critic calls it, and with sense joyous 
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and feeling for the tears things; his poems, 
here and given introduction Lord 
are pleasant read, re-read and re- 
member. They have the golden clarity sunshine, or, 
English poet, Charles Causley, represented 
third collection poems, Union Street, which Dame 
Sitwell contributes preface which identifies Mr. 
Causley ballad maker, his poems “natural growth 
his content clear, his style strong 
and supple, (Houghton, Mifflin. 95p. $3.00; 
Snodgrass, whose first slim volume titled 
Needle, (Knopf. 62p. $3.75; Ila). eschews the 
and his verse soundly constructed 
Moment Ostia new collection poems Sister 
Therese, (Hanover House. 96p. $3.00; I). The sub- 
cts vary from saints odes for friends afar, from art 
philosophy prayerful reflections, many 
varied rhythms, though mostly form free verse 
Summer Knowledge the title under which vet- 
Delmore Schwartz has issued new and some 
glected and revised earlier poems, (Doubleday. 240p. 
Ila). Those who already know his earlier work 
happy find reprinted here all the poems from 
the now unavailable Dreams Begin Responsibilities, 
with selections from “Vaudeville for Prin- 
and “Genesis.” The rest fresh; but one notes 
favored phrases and conjunctions word- 
gunds Frank O’Connor, irrepressible Irishman 
now resident the S., gives memorable collection 
his translations from the Irish poems from the 
the nineteenth century, together with 
preface and introductory notes, Kings, 
lords and Commons, (Knopf. 167p. $3.75; 
Hilaire Belloc’s Cautionary Verses, (Knopf. 407p. $5.00; 
probably the best bargain all, for, “album 
with the orginal drawings B.T.B. and 
Nicolas Bentley, there are here all the Cautionary Tales 
for Children, Bad Child’s Book Beasts, More 
Beasts for Worse Children, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Moral Alphabet, and More Peers. has fun for all 
and everyone And Another Thing collection 
Ogden Nashish verse Robert Paul Smith, (Nor- 
ton. 110p. $2.95; which are fun read aloud, but 
will hardly dignified poetry Modern Verse 
British and American poetry the first half this 
century has been heretofore published. 
lord David Cecil and Allen Tate, each whom con- 
tributes introduction British and American 
(respectively), also fortified with notes 
the British and American Poets, indices the poets 


for college study, but for the general reader 
who will find great deal pleasure its many well- 
printed pages, (Macmillan, 688p. $5.00; IIa). 


Brief Comment 
Horan, James The Mob’s Man 
Crown. Mar. 23, 1959. 256p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Horan special events editor for the New York 
and here recounts the story 
mobster’s life told him anonymous criminal 


and the first lines. This will valuable not only 


now presumably reformed. the criminal 
blames society for the making and maintenance the 
professional outlaw, and particularly for tolerating the 
numbers racket which named here chief source 
the annual income organized crime, reputedly 


$100,000,000 New York City alone. Sociologists 
who would most interested such story are 
already familiar with this sort thing through earlier 
and remarkably similar confessions. 


Putnam, Vii Hard Hearts Are for Cabbages 
Crown. May 18,1959. 285p. $3.95. (Ila) 


This happy novel about family gypsies—Romani- 
chals—during few months stay ranch they rented 
California, full information about gypsy ways 
and customs and has large cast appealing people. 
Mrs. Putnam should know what she writing about, 
for she granddaughter gypsy king Mitchell and 
has done good deal gypsy wandering. Older 
adolescents and adult readers will, think, 
charmed the brash little ten-year-old girl, (Chi), 
who tells the story. 


Frazer, and Theodor Gaster 
The New Golden Bough 
Criterion. Aug. 14,1959. 738p. $8.50. (III) 


Dr. Gaster has edited and abridged the classic study 
myths Sir James Frazer and has added extensive 
notes and foreword which point out that archaeologi- 
cal and other studies and discoveries made since Frazer 
first published his theoretical study make much 
Frazer’s original conclusions invalid, and that Frazer’s 
interpretations and deductions from the sources 
used were not-always correct. For the scholar and the 
advanced student this new one-volume edition should 
prove helpful, particularly because the thorough- 
going index which occupies pages 671 738. The aver- 
age reader likely find the work hard going. 


Yeats, Mythologies 
Macmillan. July 28, 1959. 369p. $5.00. 


Yeats’ prose telling Irish stories and legends, folk 
tales and rural traditions were originally published 
the 1890’s, whereas the speculations and theorizing 
which developed his philosophy self and anti-self, 
also included this collection, date from 1917. Strange- 
ly, Yeats himself never mastered the Gaeltacht and 
much his knowledge the Gaelic stories second 
hand further removed. Students Yeats’ poetry 
may find this collection tales helpful interpreting 
some his allusions; the general reader will enjoy the 
Red Hanrahan tales and some the other folk stories. 


Thane, Elswyth The Family Quarrel 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. June 12,1959. 308p. $3.75. 
Miss Thane, wife the famous explorer-writer, Dr. 
William Beebe, has based her narrative the nearly 
forgotten Pictorial Field Book the Revolution 
Benson Lossing, who began leisurely study the 
War for Independence the South some sixty-five 
years after the Revolution and, visiting every major 
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Southern campaign area, talked with and sketched 
people who fought witnessed some the battles 
attempted reconstruct. Miss Thane selected high 
points Lossing’s journal and enlarges upon them, 
sometimes correcting Lossing’s data, sometimes giving 
interesting sidelights the lives people connected 
with these historical scenes. delightful book; 
and maps and sketches help focus attention the 
major portions the southern campaign. 


Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 


Knock Three-One-Two Fredric Brown, (Dutton. 
190p. $2.95; IIb), clever but obviously contrived tale 
about welching, wenching husband who tries ex- 
ploit psychopathic killer’s frenzy; but ingenious 
boomerang brings perverse justice The Crossroads 
John MacDonald, (Simon and Schuster. 220p. 
$2.95; III), concerns the Drovek family, owners 
super-duper crossroads combine: motels, restaurants, 
gas stations, shopping center. But they are beset 
troubles which explode last into murder. But crack- 
ling dialogue and trickily intricate plotting are marred 
almost total sexual promiscuity all 
Never Need Enemy Aaron Marc Stein, (Double- 
day. 192p. $2.85; features Mall Erridge, engineer, 
who gets mixed archaeology and murder mod- 
ern Yugoslavia. slangy-styled first-person narrative 
hampers cleverly conceived whodunit John 
Blackburn author somewhat preposterous mur- 
der-espionage thriller with British agents Kirk and 
Howard pitted against superbrain who telephatically 
dominates incipient maniacs. Sour Apple Tree has 
gore galore, successfully carries off its far-out premise; 
but for adults only, (Mill-Morrow. 189p. $3.50; IIb) 
Peter Graaf offers another episode the career 
Joe Dust, American private-eye operating England 
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The Sapphire Conference. With his friend, 
Hebden, Joe attends academic conference 
turns specially violent; the contrast genteel 
and frantic action amusing, (Washburn. 222p. 
trilogy Manning Coles’ tales that span almost 
years the career derring-doer Tommy, 
British intelligent agent. The first two, “Drink 
Yesterday” and Toast Tomorrow” interrelate 
character and plot make incredible but 
tour-de-force. “Alias Uncle Hugo” makes the 
bit too simple-minded, but still delights, 
480p. $3.95; Just Murder, Darling James 
Brussel’s brilliantly executed debut. noted 
atrist gives study inordinant jealousy and perfec. 
executed murder. Amoral, despite dramatic 
ences eternal damnation; and further marred pr. 


tentious use unusual words, (Scribners. 192p. 


IIb) Slack Tide, George Harmon Coxe, 
219p. $2.95; expertly handled suspense 
mystery yarn set along the Connecticut shore Lon 
Island Sound, involving imprisoned young wife, 
overbearing typcoon and his hangers-on and the enter 
prising young marina manager The Short Cases 
Inspector Maigret Georges Simenon, 
188p. $2.95; contains five the well-contrived 
psychologically plausible stories that Inspector 
one the best the business, knows how handle 
his stolid, understanding way. All appeared 
Ellery Queen’s Mystery Magazine Scandal 
High Chimneys John Dickson Carr who 
this “Victorian Melodrama.” contrived and 
overlong experiment trying take modern detective 


Scotland Yard back into the previous century 


solve crime that time the person then 
amateur detective who originated several 
major methods crime solution. The research into 
Victorian furnishings and mores clutters the tale, 


(Harper. 230p. $3.50; 
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